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“‘Unstoppable force meets the immovable object’ paradox: how 
should the market price a once-in-a-century recession amid an 
unprecedented amount of high-powered liquidity?” – Hans 
Lorenzen, Citibank, 22 April 2020. 

After the unprecedented market crash in March, European high yield (EHY) rallied 
strongly in April with almost +6% performance, as “B” credit outperformed “BB” credit 
and spreads tightened by more than 200 basis points from the wides seen in March1. 

The March sell off was the worst market collapse in history, given the speed and size, as 
central banks such as the Fed and European Central Bank (ECB), as well as 
governments, continued to announce new rescue programs including those which 
included HY either in outright purchases, support for the ETF market, or to be used as 
collateral, as efforts were made to maintain market liquidity. The wording “Whatever it 
takes” – first introduced by former ECB president Mario Draghi – has taken hold on a 
global level in the effort to maintain market liquidity, avoid a credit crunch for corporates, 
and support employment and consumer confidence. 

Where this year’s market turbulence started with Phase 1 (a total collapse), then moved 
to Phase 2 (massive central bank and government intervention resulting in a strong 
bounce back by the asset class), we are now moving into Phase 3 (a reality check). This 
is where real economic figures, generally turning out worse than expected, are finally 
giving indications of the negative effect from the Covid-19 virus. Given that worse news 
is expected for the second quarter figures and with firms withdrawing guidance (and the 
ongoing uncertainty of when, and in what manner, the world will exit lockdown), the risk 
of another downturn is being acknowledged by the market. 

Issuers with a stronger credit profile have bounced back most, with lower-quality debt 
relatively weaker. The industry sectors heavily impacted have been autos, leisure, travel, 
transport and gaming. Liquidity is a key issue for companies’ survivability. Over-

 
1 Bloomberg ICE BoA index HPS2 performance, 1 May 2020. 



leveraged companies are suffering the most, with weak credit struggling to perform. At 
the same time, some BB-rated credit is starting to look rich again, having reversed much 
of the price fall seen in March. 

The EHY primary market remained shut until the second half of April when Verisure, the 
Swedish home security company, issued €200 million of floating rate notes on the back 
of a reverse inquiry (investor demand for issuance)2. This was followed the week after 
with issuance by Netflix (euro and dollar issues comprising a total of $1 billion) and 
Merlin, the entertainment theme park company3. 

Fallen angels have picked up, with eight new issuers added to the high yield index for 
the rebalancing at the end of April (also encompassing the March rebalancing that was 
postponed). They constitute about €40 billion being added to the index or about 10% of 
the index4. 

Though market liquidity continues to be challenged, it is now better than the darker days 
but still can be problematic. Bid/offer spreads are now two to three points wide and 
largely one-sided (either buy or sell). This is still a far cry from the normal market spread 
of 0.5 to 1.0 point, but better than the wides of as much as five to eight points seen in 
March – if pricing was even available. ETFs are more stable too, trading close to NAV. 

Downgrades and default expectations are rising as fundamentals will remain weak. This 
will keep pressure on HY as credit rating agencies aggressively reduce ratings and their 
outlook. As commented by Deutsche Bank, HY spreads are pricing high default rates of 
40%+, when assuming a 40% recovery rate5. They note that this is the worst ever 
observed five-year cumulative default rate. 

 
Outlook 
Even with April’s rally, HY market valuations are still much more attractive than at the 
start of the year, even as spreads have tightened sharply from their wides of March.  

European high yield spreads tightened 138 basis points last month to 670 basis points – 
still over 270 basis points wider than the five-year average, and 2.7 standard deviations 
wide of the five-year average6. 

The market bifurcation regarding the pricing differential between better quality names 
versus weaker names continues, with close assessment of who will survive the large 
market disruption and who will come out less unscathed. A key driver of consideration is 
the strength of the firm’s balance sheet going into crisis. Companies with balance sheets 
that are strong enough to survive a longer economic downturn will probably receive 
sufficient liquidity. For those firms who already had weak balance sheets from the start of 
the year it will be more difficult, putting them more at risk. 

Another question to be considered is: will there be a business (and how much of it will be 
left) when recovery returns? 

Many companies (such as Renault and Europcar) might benefit from the liquidity 
programs in place (for example, the French and German government-guaranteed loan 
programs). Central bank support is getting wider and deeper. Their efforts are aimed at 
avoiding a liquidity crisis in addition to the medical and economic crisis and so we do not 
imagine many companies going bust due to liquidity given the massive programs now 
available. The support from central banks is positive, but ultimately the individual 
companies have to show that they have a sustainable business model in the post-Covid-
19 era. Ultimately, we need to see if all of the fiscal and monetary measures are 

 
2 Bloomberg 16 April 2020. 
3 Bloomberg 22 April 2020. 
4 Bloomberg/ICE BoA (HPS2) 01 May 2020. 
5 2020: Default seems to be the hardest word, DB Research, 27 April 2020. 
6 Bloomberg, ICE BoA 01 May 2020. 



sufficient to prevent a severe and prolonged recession. From today's perspective, this 
looks rather difficult.  

Strategically, in the HY space – just as in the IG – there are many companies that are 
absolutely essential for the functioning of the economy and that are not directly affected 
by the crisis, such as telecommunications. 

Activity 
Our HY funds remain cautiously positioned. The market is relatively cheap, but credit 
fundamentals are challenged which is why we retain this degree of caution. The funds 
continue to be defensively positioned with a moderately underweight market risk/beta; 
and we maintain, on a sector basis, an underweight in cyclical areas of the market such 
as autos, transportation, retail and energy, while we are overweight in healthcare, 
telecoms, media and financial services. 

Positions added to the fund over the period include some of the “fallen angels” which 
entered the index at the end of April (such as Ford, Pemex, Marks & Spencer and ZFF), 
while keeping an underweight in the name and, in most cases, the sector. 

We also added to issuers which we see as strategically important, including Adient, the 
largest car seat system manufacturer in the world), as well as those which we liked but 
previously found too expensive. We have also started to cover the underweight of 
issuers we see as survivors. High-quality credit over low-quality bonds was one of our 
investment themes going into the year, and we maintain that theme. 

In summary, risks, uncertainty, and volatility remain high but we feel spreads currently 
offer material compensation for rising credit risk. We feel we are being well compensated 
with potential return for investment risk. Notably at current spread levels markets are 
compensating investors at many multiples of the worst historic default experience. 

 
Figure 1: Threadneedle High Yield Bond Fund performance (calendar year) 
 

 

 

Source: Columbia Threadneedle Investments, as at 31 March 2020. Past performance is not a guide to future performance. 
Data is shown in GBP Index is the ICE BofAML European Currency High Yield (3%) Constrained Index excluding sub 
financials hedged to £ (HPS2) from 1 June. The performance data does not take account of the commissions and costs 
incurred on the issue and redemption of units. The value of investments and any income is not guaranteed and can go down 
as well as up and may be affected by exchange rate fluctuations. This means that an investor may not get back the amount 
invested. Index returns assume reinvestment of dividends and capital gains and do not reflect fees or expenses. The index is 
unmanaged and cannot be invested directly. 

 



Threadneedle High Yield Bond Fund 
Key risks 
Past performance is not a guide to future returns and the fund may not achieve its investment objective. Your capital is at 
risk. 

Investment Risk: The value of investments can fall as well as rise and investors might not get back the sum originally 
invested. 
Derivatives for EPM / Hedging: The investment policy of the fund allows it to invest in derivatives for the purposes of 
reducing risk or minimising the cost of transactions.  
Issuer Risk: The fund invests in securities whose value would be significantly affected if the issuer either refused 
to pay or was unable to pay or perceived to be unable to pay. 
Liquidity Risk: The fund holds assets which could prove difficult to sell. The fund may have to lower the selling price, sell 
other investments or forego more appealing investment opportunities. 
Valuation Risk: The fund’s assets may sometimes be difficult to value objectively and the actual value may not be 
recognised until assets are sold. 
Volatility Risk: The fund may exhibit significant price volatility. 
Inflation Risk: Most bond and cash funds offer limited capital growth potential and an income that is not linked to 
inflation. Inflation is likely to affect the value of capital and income over time. 
Interest Rate Risk: Changes in interest rates are likely to affect the fund’s value. In general, as interest rates rise, the 
price of a fixed rate bond will fall, and vice versa. 
Currency Risk: Where investments are made in assets that are denominated in multiple currencies, changes in 
exchange rates may affect the value of the investments. 

All the risks currently identified as being applicable to the Fund are set out in the “Risk Factors” section of the 
Prospectus. Please read the Key Investor Information Document and the Fund Prospectus if considering investing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Important Information: For internal use by Professional and/or Qualified Investors only (not to be used with or passed on to 
retail clients). Past performance is not a guide to future performance. Your capital is at Risk. The value of investments and any 
income is not guaranteed and can go down as well as up and may be affected by exchange rate fluctuations. This means that an 
investor may not get back the amount invested. Threadneedle Investment Funds ICVC (“TIF”) is an open-ended investment company 
structured as an umbrella company, incorporated in England and Wales, authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) as a UCITS scheme. Certain sub-funds of TIF are registered for public offer in Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan and the UK. 
Shares in the Funds may not be offered to the public in any other country and this document must not be issued, circulated or 
distributed other than in circumstances which do not constitute an offer to the public and are in accordance with applicable local 
legislation. TIF is registered with Danish Financial Services Authority for marketing to professional investors only. The Funds may not 
be offered or sold to retail investors in Denmark. TIF is authorised in Spain by the Comisión Nacional del Mercado de Valores (CNMV) 
and registered with the relevant CNMV's Registered with number 482. Het compartiment is op grond van artikel 1:107 van de Wet op 
het financieel toezicht opgenomen in het register dat wordt gehouden door de Autoriteit Financiële Markten. / Pursuant to article 1:107 
of the Act of Financial Supervision, the subfund is included in the register that is kept by the AFM. Income may fluctuate in accordance 
with market conditions and taxation arrangements. The difference at any one time between the sale and repurchase price of units in 
the scheme means that the investment should be viewed as a medium to long term investment. Investments may be subject to sudden 
and large falls in value, and the investor could lose the total value of the initial investment. Shares in the Funds may not be offered, 
sold or delivered directly or indirectly in the United States or to or for the account or benefit of any “U.S. Person”, as defined in 
Regulation S under the 1933 Act. This material is for information only and does not constitute an offer or solicitation of an order to buy 
or sell any securities or other financial instruments, or to provide investment advice or services. Please read the Prospectus before 
investing. Subscriptions to a Fund may only be made on the basis of the current Prospectus and the Key Investor Information 
Document, as well as the latest annual or interim reports and the applicable terms & conditions. Please refer to the ‘Risk Factors’ 
section of the Prospectus for all risks applicable to investing in any fund and specifically this Fund. The above documents are available 
in English, French, German, Portuguese, Italian, Spanish and Dutch (no Dutch Prospectus), Swedish (for the Key Investor Information 
Document only) and can be obtained free of charge on request from: in Austria: Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG, Am Stadtpark 
9, 1030 Wien; in Belgium: CACEIS Belgium S.A., avenue du Port 86 C b 320, 1000 Brussels; in France: BNP Paribas Securities 
Services, Les Grands Moulins de Pantin, 9 rue du Débarcadère, 93500 Pantin; in Germany: JP Morgan AG, Junghofstr. 14, 60311 
Frankfurt, in Ireland: J.P. Morgan Bank Administration Services (Ireland) Limited, J.P. Morgan House International Financial Services 
Centre, Dublin 1; in Italy: any appointed distributor listed on columbiathreadneedle.it; in Luxembourg: State Street Bank Luxembourg 
S.A., 49 Avenue J. F. Kennedy, 1855 Luxembourg; in Spain: any appointed distributor listed on the Spanish Financial Regulator’s 
website(www.cnmv.es); In Sweden from Skandinaviska Enskilda Banken AB, Kungsträdgårdsgatan, SE – 10640, Stockholm, Sweden; 
in UK; Columbia Threadneedle Investments’ Client Services department PO Box 10033, Chelmsford, Essex CM99 2AL.For Swiss 
Investors: Subscriptions to a Fund may only be made on the basis of the current Prospectus and the Key Investor Information 
Document, as well as the latest annual or interim reports, which can be obtained free of charge on request, and the applicable terms & 
conditions.  Please refer to the ‘Risk Factors’ section of the Prospectus for all risks applicable to investing in any fund and specifically 
this Fund. The above documents and the instrument of incorporation are available on request from our representative and Paying 
Agent in Switzerland, BNP Paribas Securities Services, Paris, Zurich branch, Selnaustrasse 16,CH-8002 Zurich. This presentation is 
not investment, legal, tax, or accounting advice.  Investors should consult with their own professional advisors for advice on any 
investment, legal, tax, or accounting issues relating to an investment with Columbia Threadneedle Investments. The mention of any 
specific shares or bonds should not be taken as a recommendation to deal. This document is a marketing communication. The 
analysis included in this document have not been prepared in accordance with the legal requirements designed to promote its 
independence and have been produced by Columbia Threadneedle Investments for its own investment management activities, may 
have been acted upon prior to publication and is made available here incidentally. Any opinions expressed are made as at the date of 
publication but are subject to change without notice and should not be seen as investment advice. Information obtained from external 
sources is believed to be reliable but its accuracy or completeness cannot be guaranteed. This document is distributed by Columbia 
Threadneedle Investments (ME) Limited, which is regulated by the Dubai Financial Services Authority (DFSA). For Distributors: This  
document is intended to provide distributors’ with information about Group products and services and is not for further distribution. For 
Institutional Clients: The information in this document is not intended as financial advice and is only intended for persons with 
appropriate investment knowledge and who meet the regulatory criteria to be classified as a Professional Client or Market 
Counterparties and no other Person should act upon it.  
Issued by Threadneedle Investment Services Limited. Registered in England and Wales, Registered No. 3701768, Cannon Place, 78 
Cannon Street  London EC4N6AG, United Kingdom. Authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority. Columbia 
Threadneedle Investments is the global brand name of the Columbia and Threadneedle group of companies 

     columbiathreadneedle.com               05.20 | 3086372 


